Resolution of microsomal membranes into fractions differing in polypeptide composition.
Microsomes from rat liver, prepared by gel filtration, were subjected to centrifugation in a continuous sucrose density gradient containing a low concentration of deoxycholate. The membranes were subfractionated into five bands differing in appearance and equilibrium density. Each band, when analysed by sodium dodecyl sulphate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis, displayed a characteristic population of membrane proteins.